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underline it, but be extremely sparing
with your underlining.

The Words You Use.

Having got over the initial difficulty
of English grammar and English spell-
ing so that you compose your writing
correctly as a purely mechanical pro-
cess, you can begin to think of style or
character in writing. If all proficient
writers were merely masters of gram-
mar and spelling, they would write in
practically the same way, yet you know
that there are differences in style of
writing just as there are different tones
of voice in speaking.

Broadly, style arises from two main
causes. Firstly, the vocabulary or
words at the disposal of the writer ;
secondly, the way in which he uses them.
This of course is apart from the fact that
he will use them grammatically. The
average man in a job which does not
involve writing, xises at the most two or
three thousand different words in his
daily speech and in the few letters he
writes. The business man will use
many more, and the professional writer
or journalist will use most of all, perhaps
30,000 or 40,000 different words.

Acquiring a vocabulary in your own
language is not a question of solemnly
sitting down with a dictionary and
memorising long lists of words. If you
are learning a foreign language you
may have to do this in a modified
form; but you acquire your own
vocabulary largely by observant read-
ing and listening. To the intelligent
person the building up of an extensive
vocabulary is a natural process, and by
reading most people bring about an
improvement of their vocabularies, as
well as by experimenting with words
and their opposites.

The cross-word puzzles, which
appear in nearly every daily paper, are
to a very large extent a game of
synonyms and antonyms. Crosswords
are a first-class game for improving
your fund of words.

By far the greatest number of words

in the dictionary, however, have no
synonyms or antonyms, but express
one precise and specific idea. They
name one thing. No other word will do.
You can best add to your list of such
words by observant reading of all kinds.
There are of course many words
which are special or technical. It may
be that they belong to a particular
business, trade, science or industry.
Such words would not normally be
required by persons other than those
concerned in the particular field. But
no word however specialised should
be ignored. There may be a time when,
you would wish to use it, not neces-
sarily to describe the thing to which it
applies, but perhaps to make more clear
your description of something else.
You are now beginning to use what are
known as " figures of speech." You
are employing a word incorrectly, not
so much for its strict definition, as for
the clear suggestion it gives.
Synonyms and Antonyms.
Hate is a crisp, simple English word
with a very definite meaning ; it is one
which perhaps unfortunately a child
learns almost as soon as he learns the
word love. Now here are some syno-
nyms of the word hate. Dislike, abjure,
detest, abhor, loathe, abominate. You
can see that these words cover various
degrees of hating, some express more,
some less, intensity, and some express
it more urgently. Dislike would seem
to be the least intense ; abominate the
strongest. There is in the word abomi-
nate a sense that the hate has been
carefully considered, endures for a long
time, and is strong and unchangeable.
If you are learning to be a stylist in
your writing you will pick the one word
that fits most closely to the sense, so
that you make your reader appreciate
the feeling as you feel it.
The opposite of a synonym is an
antonym, a word which expresses the
contrary or negative idea. Good is the
antonym of bad. With a wide selection
of synonyms and antonyms at you?